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S:. Paurs Cross, 
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Te Text= Rc - 1. 5,6. KCLETCS, OW 
; FEED bn 

HHyto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſims ts 

his own bloud, and hath made «s Kino and Prieffs 

ts Ged, and his Father : tohins be and domi- 

nion for ever,and ever, Amen, /13p- H = 


= 


FREE Necd not ſpeak much for the fitneſs of 
want this Text: the bloud of that immacu- 
| I 8 late lamb, which is fprinckledupon:the 
WEE poſts of it, will wit you that it is a 
ay Icxt for the day; as the blould of the 
Paſchall Lamb, being ſtricken upon thee lintels and 
poſts of the doors, did ſignific unto God, that thoſe 
were: the houfes of the 1ſraelites. And yer there is a 
nearer reſemblance, a fweeter harmony between.them 
than this roo; for if any man ſhall expreſs his zeal 
to the day in the words.of - Prophet: David. = 
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NS i W! 5.3 
e# dies quem fecit Dominus. This &fc. Pſal. 118. 24% 
L muſt expreſs. my. zeal'to the Text in the ſame 
words too, but with a little inverſion, Hic e#' Do- 
minus qui fecit diem.. This &c, heer's-his CharaGter, 
He that loved us gs, and therefore well doth he 
deſervean ei gloria, as it is the buſineſs of the day; 
ſo is-ir the ſumm of the Text, that we give him; 
the glory. Indeed, the 'further we looke into ir, 
the more cauſe ſhall we finde ſo to do : for it js a 
Text of degrecs; and as ſometimes they did to the 
Throne of .So/omon, ſo may we alcend' here to the 
Throne of the Lamb. by ix ſteps ; the firſt is, quod 
dilexerit, It is much that God, out of himſelf, ſhould 


- findeany thing thatmight. be the object of his love. 


But, quod nos, thar-he choſe us to be*that object, 
that he loved us, it is much more ; that's the. Second 

Kep-, 2uod laverit, that he loved us ſo well as to 

waſh us from our ſins, that's the Third. 20d. pro- 

prio ſanguine, that he waſhed, not with the bloud of 
Bulls or of Goats, but in his own bloud, that's the 

Fourth. 9uod:regibus & ſacerdotibus, that he waſhed 

us ſo clean as to prepare us for a ſacred Union, to 

ſuper-induce a new py and dignity too, to make us . 
Kings and Prieſts,t 

that he hath-madc us not ordinary Kings 'or ordina- 

ry Prieſts, but Kings and Prieſts to God his Father, 

that's. the Sixth. There'is-an ez gloria that attends 

upon each of thoſe, and it hath as-;many degrees 

too, and good reaſon :. that as. Ggd: aſcends. in his 

bleſſings, we alſo ſhould aſcend inour thankfulneſs. 


When we ſhall have,,led you. up theſe ſteps, and 


brought you into his preſence, who is the Prince of 


the- 


at's the Fifth. 2uod deo 8 pars, . 


[3] | 
the Kings of the earth, as it is in the werſe before 
my Texts, then this ſame /toxcyi« will be at his full 
exaltation. - So I-truſt; will your zeal be too : thar 
with humble and thankfull hearts we may all caſt 
down our ſelves at the feet of ſo glorious a Ma- 
jeſty, to give him the praiſe of ſo great bleſflings. 
To him that loved us. 8&c. 

x,” The firſt thing that weare to ſpeak of , is the 
love of our Saviour as he was God, for it is his 
divinitie that quickens all here - otherwiſe his love 
could have done us no good ; his bloud could 
not have waſhed away our ſins, he could not have 
made us 'Kings and Prieſts ; neither might we thus 
have aſcribed glory and dominion unto. him, had 
he not been God, and ſo the firſt ſtep in this grada- 
tion here, is the love of God. And as it is the firſt, 


:ſo is it the hardeſt of all the reſt; for if we can but 


once get- footing in his love, then the aſcent is caſte. 
Itis an old Proverb, viam qui neſcit qua weniat ad 
mare, amnem oportet ut querat comitem jibi, He that 
knows not &#. It is not poſſible that thou ſhouldſt 
finde out the way to the red ſea of - thy Saviours 
bloud, that bottomleſs Ocean of all 'bleflings, ex- 


| cept thou firſt finde out the fountain of his love, 


from whence they all ſpring; and that current will 
ſoon guide thee thither. Burt alas, where hall T firſt 
begin my diſcourſe of the love of God s or how 
ſhall I preſume to weave a web of ſuch'golden ſub- 
tile threds, in ſuch a rotten and rufty loome 2 

. The beloved Diſciple-rhat- leaned upon our Sa- 
viours breaſt, and ſo might*learn- more in a dream 
upon ſuch a pillow, than = can do by all our ſtudy, 


I : he: 


£4] 


' he makes Love to be the very eſſence and charater 
. of God himſelf, the ſumm and: Center of all his 


perfeRions ;. for he ſays that. God is Love. Surely 
then, as he is, { is his. Love, unſpeakeable and in- 
finite. 'Tis true, it is compared in Scripture ſome- 
times to. the love of parents towards their children, 
and ſometimes to the love of a husband. towards 
his wife, but, parum eſt, itis too little; our Saviour 
in the Goſpel rcſembleth. it to-the love of friends, 
and it may ſcem, that's the greateſt love that can 
be among men,. for there is the greateſt expreſſion; 
rexter love thanthis hath no man, than.to lay down 
is life for his friends ;. and yet, ”inus eſt, ſtill nor e- 
nough. Alas, theſe are but paor expreſſions of his 
love, becaufe the wings of our dull conceipt are ſo 
clogged with carth, that they cannat fly above the 
on. of ſenſe, becauſe we know no greater love : 
It hath pleaſed God to ſtoope to: our groſneſs, to 
cloath-his love in ſuch poor rags as theſe compari- 
fans. are, which otherwiſe init ſelf, eould. aur weak 
eyes behold the luſtre, could our tenderneſs endure 
the heat,is infinitely moxe fervent and more glotious. 
The flame was never yet ſo great in any mortal 
heart, but that it had aitime to kindle; there was 4 
time when he did not love, and it had a time to dic 
t0O:; there was: a time when his love was at ancnd: 
and many are the alterations that it ſuffers in the 
mean. time : ſometimes it is in-the full, and ſome- 
times in the watne, and ſometimes under an Ecliplſc, 
yea, and many times his Moon isturn'd into bloud, 
the greateſt love into the greateſt hatred. 
But as God never begun, ſo-can he never ceaſe 
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tolove. Heloves fromall eternity ; and whom he © 


loves, he loves to the end, andin theend, and after 
the'end, and without end, untoall eternity too ; and 
2s'm him, ſo/in his love there is netther variableneſs, 
&c. 'Wherethen may weffinde out a firdbjet for 
this love ? Shall we ſeck for one that ſtands in the 
fame exaJration 'with it, then 'it muſt reflet upon 
God himſelf. For our of the deity, all'the Creatures 


'#n Heaven and Earth have not 'worth enough to 


countervaile it z though all the righteouſneſs of the 
Saints, and all the ſufferings of 'the Martyrs, and all 
the ſervices that ever the -pood Angels have done, 
ſhould be put into the ſcale, 'yet ſo'far will all this 
be from counterpoyling the love of God, that you 
were'as good ww a feather againſt a mill-ſtone, nay, 
itwill not-come'fo near, quiz finiti ad infonitum nulla 


;Y; 


and the infinite love of the Creator, there canbeno - 


oportion'at all. Surely then it muſt needs cauſe this 
ove a Uegree higher, and make it/yet more admirable, 


if we-enquire who'they be upon whom he hath ſer- 


kcdit, that's the 'Second fepin-this aſcent here, 2uod 


os, that he hath made 'us the object of his love. 
And, alas, what are we? Donvine quid eft homo 2 Lord 
what is'man that 'thou ſo loyeſt him, or the fon of 
man that thou doeſt thus affe@ him 2 Would you fee 
him in 'his own (colours, and in his native cſtare'? 
What then is he but a child of perdition, a Rebel a- 
gainft Heaven, a Traitour to Grace, an Enemie to 
God, and a Slave tothe Devil. Shall we enquire 
after him once more'? Tf we do, the leſs worthy ſhall 


we finde him of Gods love. Let nature deck him 


ed 


Retro ni 


PR believe the finire worth of 'the'Creature, « 
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.. which is an abſurdity even in nature it felf. No 


| £63 
up, and ſet -him out as well as ſhe can, and whatis 
he, bur a glorious flower, a fading roſe, a maze of 
fancies , a labyrinth of errour, an unſatiable appetite, 
a mortal Angel, a reaſonable beaſt, a vitious mon- 
ſter , and a peice of quick incarnate miſcric-*- Here's a 
trim object for Gods love ſurely, yet for all this 
hath he loved us, and that! not onely-with an. un- 
created love in the degrees of our eletion, antequem 
eſſemus, before we had any being , but allo-by a 
created love in the execution of that degree, ina 
real expreſſion of that love cum eſſemus, when we 
had a being, & cum. inimici eſſemus, and when in 
that being we were enemics to God; but ſuch.was 
the puiſſance, or rather the omnipotency of. his 
love, that it foon overcame our cnemies : when. he 
had once ſpred that mantle over us, all our defor- 
mities were covered, and we, that before ſate in dark- 
.neſs'and in the ſhadow of death, - have'now received 
both light and ſtrength. from. theſe beams to guide 
our feet. &c4;; Yet notwithſtanding we muſt ..di- 
-ſinguiſh here. For though he make.the ſun of his 


' general love-to ſhine upon all, ſo thar nothing. is 


hjd from the- heat thereof, . yet is there. another, an 
inward heat, and another, a-ſecretiinfluence, ' and an- 


_ other, -a peculiar light, which ſhines. onely in. the 


land of Goſhen, in the Hemiſphere'of the Church, 
-upon the 7/rael, the choſen of 'God:: but was there 
any motive. on [their part that might: induce God 
thus to love them 2 Was it Hoas"., foreſaw they 
would deſerve his love? T1 at were-to-put the cart 
before - the horſes, the effet before the cauſe, 


God 


[7] 
God-did not love them becauſe they would be 
worthy, bur if they be worthy ; it is therefore becauſe 
he loyed them. Predeſtination ex premisſis is a Do- 
&rine that the beſt of our adverſaries are aſhamed 
of,if their own Catharinus may have leave to ſpeak, 
itis flat Pelagianiſm, and to be hifſed at, ' Let ir 
fatisfic a ſober man to know, that the love of God 
muſt be finally and totally reſolved into the ſame 
wſoxizy, his own pure will, his own good plea- 
ſure, as being the firſt- motive, and higheſt cauſe 
thereof. | ® 
- Well then, ſince God hath thus loved us, with- 


our any end or meaſure on his part, without any 


merit or motive on ours, certainly it was to this end, 
that in ſome meaſure we ſhould love him again, 
{ince there are ſo many motives that invite us there- 
unto, ſo S. Auguſtine. hath it; prevenir amore ut ſe- 
quamar, his love is gone before, that: ours ſhould 
tollow, flammas ſubjecit ut incendamur. He hath 
ut his ſacred fire under our hearts, that they ſhould 
eas fewel to-cntertan it, and ſo growto a flame, 
and therefore i pigri eramus ad amandum; non ſimus 
pigri ad redamandum; fince we could not be before- 
hand with God to love him firſt, let us nor be behind- 
hand with him ;.{ince he loves us, let us love him 
again, Bur whete ſhall T firſt begin ro incite you” 
hereunto © Did nor the Prieſt Zfay excuſe himſelf 
for ſpeaking of God, becauſe his lips were polluted, 
and durſt not attempt fo high an enterpriſe, ritl 
with a-burning coal of love his mouth was: purifi-: 
ed 2. Did not: the Seraphins, glowing with: fiery af- 
feions vail their teer' with ;golden wings Eſay 6. 
"4 B There- 
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Thereby thewing 2 reverent ſhame of their im 
fe ct a of ſuch a ſupreme Majeys 
And what: then ſhall I think or fpeak of his love, 
whoſe beſt - knowledg is ſcarce comparable with 
their ignorance, whoſe pureſt affeRions are bur in- 
ordinate paſſions, in reſpe&t of their fervent deſire, 
and inflamed charity * 'Tis true, no man can ſpeak 
of itas he ought, yet ſomething we will ſpeak of it 
as we can, and God, at the hands of an unworthy 
ſinner expects no more. | 
Firſt therefore, as God hath made all things ſer 

viceable for the uſe of man, fo hath he alſo made 
them amiable in their ſeveral degrees for his de- 
light, and they pleaſe him onely ſo tar forth, as they 
are ſprinkled and bedewed with ſome draps of a- 
mability, which he hath diſtilled upon them from 
the immenſe Occan of his Ioye; and yet all thoſe 
motives unto love, that are difperfed among the 
vaſt multitude of the Creatures, are united in him, 
in a far more eminent degree. We love our parents 
by nature as imparters of life, and authors of our | 
Being. Yetif we do but turn our eyes unto God, we 
ſhall ſoon-perceive, that there was but a ſmall ſpark 
of paternity in them , in reſpe& of him : for he gave 
them bodies, and Being, and life, and abilities to be 
parents , he formed the . body when they never | 
minded us, and he kept it day and night, when they | 
never remembred us, his watchfull eye waked over | 
both them and us, when they were aſleep, and he 
alone created the ſouls, wherein they had neither 
part nor ation. If therefore we love our parents 
for our natural Being, though the intereſt they have 

A in 
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[9] 
init, you ſee, is very littlez certainly we ought to 
love God by io much more than our parents, even 
for that Being, by how much he hath a greacer ſhare 
initthan they. Burlet us raiſe up our thoughts to 
the contemplation of our new birth, let it be con- 
{idered, that there God alone is the agent without 
any their concurrence or cooperation ; and then, 
look what diſproportion there- is between nature 
and grace, what difference between a reprobate and 
a child of God, the ſame odds there muſt be in our 
affection ; for according to the advancement of our 
eſtate, ſo ſhould be the exaltation of our love. 

Now as nature doth incline us to affe@ thoſe 
that be the authours of our Bing, ſo in the proces 
of our years, diſcretion prompts us to affect thoſe 
that are means of our well being, ſuch as arc boun- 
tifull in beſtowing favours benefits upon us : 
and this is a thing not proper to man onely, but 
common alſo to him with beaſts, who love and 
fawn upon their benefators. If we ſhall bur life up 
our eyes unto God, and conſider thoſe innumera- 
ble helps and means, which we hourly receive from 
his bountifull hand to preſerve nature, to further 
grace; if we do but think upon the meat we eat, the 
cloathes we wear, the air we breath, the ſenſe we 
uſe, the life we enjoy, the wit whereby we reaſon , 
and the will wherewith we affect, that they are all 
his gifts , if we ſhall remember that he hath given 
us his ſacraments, as conduits of grace, his nbieg- 
tions, as helps to holineſs, his truth, as a light unto 
our paths, and his corrections, as means of amend- 
ment, in ſummif we do bur call ro minde that he 

B 2 hath 
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[10] 
hath given us his ſon for a ranſom, his ſpirit for a 
pledg, his word for a guide, the world for a watk, 
and reſerves a kingdom for our inheritance, we muſt 
needs conclude, that of all benefactours, God is the 
beſt, and rherefore in this reſpect alſo deſerves moſt 


| love. Again, beauty, the glory of nature, the glimpſe 


of the ſoul, a beam of Gods own brightneſs, and 
the: harmony. of mortal bodies is ſo powerfull to 
entice the ſenſe, to inveagle the judgments, and to 
captivate the affections of moſt men,that is, hath de- 


faced and deformed many an immortal ſoul. Bur - 


what's all the beauty of the. children of menin com- 
pariſon of him, who doth fo adorn rhe Lillies of the 
field, that Solomon &c.Alas ! it is nothing,& leſs than 
nothing,and worſe than nothing,in reſpet of that glo- 
rious beauty, that Majeſticall countenance, that Ce- 
leſtial brightneſs, which the Angels deſire to behold, 
the. bleſſed Saints contemplate, and we , wandring 
Pilgrims, aſpire to the end of our Ing. 
Now though beauty be thus alleQive and power- 


full, yer it takes not ſo generally, as doth that where- 


unto all the ſons of men are more inclinable, that 


is,an unſatiable defire of delight, for they fix nor 


their love upon any thing, but that which is candied 
with ſemblable pleaſure. But what are the pleaſures 
of this life, that do ſo gull and miflcad the foul, bur 
tranſitory follies, and fugitive fancies}, and perniti- 
ous errors, and ſweet poyſons, and ſugred gall, in 
reſpect of that ſovereign ſweetneſs which is in God, 
ſurpaſſing the hony and the hony-comb « Which 
{ſweetneſs though few do taſte of in this life, yet 
hath not God ſo wholy reſerved his ſpiritual and 

| di- 
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C11] | 
divine pleaſures for the Citizens of the heavenly 
Fernſalem, but that in the barren wilderneſs of this 
world, helets fall a kinde of Manna, which is to be 
oathered in ſome meaſure, though not in great a- 
bundance, and refreſheth their thirſty ſouls with 
fweer water, though it fall but by drops, and- that 
out of the hard rock too, for what are thoſe con ſo- 
lations, which the faithfull do feel, their adverſities, 
but Manns in the deſert ? What are thoſe comforts, 
which good ſouls do gather out of our Savzours 
bitter paſſion, but hony diſtilled from the craggy 
rock, and what are thoſe jubiles of heart, thoſe ſe- 
cret joyes that proceeds from a good conſcience, 
but cluſters of grapes ſhewed unto yo men, in 
ſign of the fertility of the future land of promiſe ; 
never was the hunger 'of any ſoul yet ſatisfied, till 
ſhe taſted of theſe divine dainties, nor her thirſt 
quenched, till ſhe ſipt of theſe ſacred liquors; for 
we can®but taſte, but ſip here, we ſhall have a full 
draught hereafter, God hath it plentifully in ſtore for 
them that love him, quia de torrente voluptatis pota- 
bit eos. Pſalm 36.8. for &rc. As for thole empty 
and windy husks of ſenſual delights yen eſurientes 
anims, (ed ipſam eſuriem paſcunt animarunWAuguſtine, 
they ſatisfie the ſoul juſt as much as a crum of bread 
doth a man that is ready to ſtarve with hunger. Alas, 
who ſeeth not howour affetions proul and range up 
and down from one thing to another, ſecking con- 
tentment, but finding none. For when any one ſenſe 
hath ſwallowed up All his pleaſure, cither the de- 
fire is not ſatisfied, or elſe is oyer cloyed,, 
whereby. the ſoul being driven to ſeek - for ſome 
B.3 other 


(12) 
other refreſhment to avoid the former moleſtation, 
wanders up and down, and begs of every poor 
Creature a ſcrap of comfort. So true is that which 
the good Father. ſometimes did confeſs, Domene 
feciſts nos ad te, & inquietum eſt cor noſlrum donec re- 
quieſcat in te, that done, the ſoul can finde no reſt 
for the ſole of her foor, nothing that her affeRions 
can fix upon out of the Ark of Gods love; not un- 
like the needle touched with the Load-ſtone, that 
never ceaſeth his trembling- and quivering motion, 
till ic enjoy the full aſpeR of his Northern pole. In 
ſumm then, if pleaſure be ſuch a powerfull motive 
to love, then let it move us to love our God, the 
onely object of compleat contentation, the onely 
Paradiſe of true delight, out of which all is but a 
barren and an uncouth wilderneſs, full of diſcon- 
tentments and moleſtfull labour. | 

Now though theſe particulars, which we have 
named, parentage and bounty, and beauty and plea- 
{ure be ſtrong inducements to love, yet as the Dia- 


mond formeth and faſhioneth the Diamond , ſo. 


love, more powerfully than any other thing, 
doth form and faſhion love. For as fire turns fewel 
into fircggnd fewel ſo converted encreaſerh fire; as 
the ſun beams, ſhining on a wall, impart their heat 
unto it, and the wall having received that heat, by 
refletion increaſeth the ſame, ſo doth love cauſe 
love, and that being cauſed, encreafſeth rhe Origi- 
nal love. | 

Well then, hath God loved us, and ſhall not we 
mutually love him 2 Hath he pur that ſacred and 
ccleſtial fire under our heats, and ſhall not we be com- 
buſti- 
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[13] i 
buſtible 2 ſhall not we help ro make it burn 2 Hath 
he ſuffered thoſe golden and glorious beams to 
ſhine upon our walls, and ſhall not we refle a little 
upon him again © Shall we wiſh God that miſchief, 
which one did to his enemy, that he might love 
and not be beloved 9 Nimis durus eft animus, qui di- 
letionem, ſs nolebat impendere, nolit rependere. Au- 
guſtine. It is but a barbarous and a Savage diſpoſi- 
tion between man and man, not to repay love 
with love, if it be pure and conſorting with Chri- 
ſtianity,but between man and God, ( | cannot deviſe a 
Name bad enough for it) I am fure it is extreme 
madneſs and damnable folly, eſpecially if we conft- 
der the efficacy and the conſequence of his love, 
which doth ſo evidently diſcoverit ſelf here for our 
ood, that as the Fews ſaid of our Saviow when 
e wept over Laorm : the ſame may we ſay now , 
Ecce quanium dilexit, behold how he hath loved us, 
how entirely, how really, for he hath loved us ſo 


| well as to waſh away our fins, that's the Third ſtep 


inthis aſcent here, To himthat loved ns, and waſhed 
ws from our ſins, &Cc. 

3- Though remifhon of fins he exprefled in Scrip- 
ture by divers phraſes, alluding diverſly to their 
nature, for ſometimes they are ſaid to be forgiven, 
and ſo it is implyed that they are offences, and 
debts, and injuries, ſometimes to be blotted our, and 
ſoit is implyed that they are evidences againſt us, - 
ſometimes to be covered, and fo it is- implycd , 
that they are ſpiritual deformities ; ſometimes 'to 
be healed, and ſo it is implyed that they are the 
wounds, and ſores, and diſcaſes of the foul, yer is it - 
not 


[14] | 

not expreſſed by any one _ ſo eften as by 
waſhing, that's the phraſe-of the holy Ghoſt here, 
and ſo1t is implyed, that they are ſpots, and ſtains, 
and ſpiritual pollutions, that ſo the daily defile- 
ments of the body might put us in minde of the 
defilements of the ſoul, and that our common care 
and practiſe to waſh the one, "might move us to the 
like care of the other. Indeed, God hath always 
declared himſelf tobe a lover of cleanlineſs, even 
in his outward worſhip ; witneſs that Laver in the 
Tabernacle and thoſe frequent ablutions and puri- 
fications among the Fews, even by his own com- 
mand, and all toinſtrudt them by thoſe moral and 
typical expreſſions, what he required in the Inner 
man, that is, a ſemblable purity in the heart, with- 
out which their Pricſts' were unclean, their altars 


unhallowed, -and all their ſactifices but meer abo- 


mination. You that love to have your houſes (0 
neatly waſhed, and yet -defile your fingers hourly 
with falſe” weights, and yet bedawb your ſhops, I 
- mean,your ſouls with extortion and perjury : you cu- 
rious and dainty dames, that love to ſee your faces in. 
your floors, and hate nothing more than ſpitting and 
foul. feet, and yet can be content that the cer of 
ſome foul adulterer ſhould creep into your beds ; you 
that beſtow ſo much coſt and Jabour to ſcour the 
out fide of your pots, to cleanſe your bodies, and 
yet care .not what filthineſs, what beaſtlineſ(s- there 
is within, even this outward cleanlineſs will riſe up 
againſt you in the day of judgment, and.as Dsozenes, 
when he came to. viſtt the neat houſe of ' his foul- 
faced friend, did ſpirt in his face : fo 1s it much to be 
feared 
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feared, that Godat his viſitation will fpit in your 
hearts,as the fowleſt corner in all the houſe. For whar 
ts ablack and defiled ſoul ina trimm and cleanly bo- 
dy 2 Or whereto ſhall we likenit * Ir is a Crocodile 
in an Agyptian temple, a ſtinking carkafs in a whited 
ſepulcher, a ruſty blade in a velvet ſheath, and Dra- 
ons gall, or bane of Baſilisks cloſed up in a vial of 
Chriſtal 2 Since God hath declared himſelf, that 
he requireth truth in the inward parts, Fſal. 51.6. 
What will become of thoſe men, whoſe inward parts 
are very wickedneſs ? Pſal. 5. 9. He that waſheth his 
hand, and not his heart, is a Plate, and Chrift doth 
ſtill ſuffer under him, that's not the waſhing which 
the Text here ſpeaks of z if no ſuperficial, no out- 
ward waſhing, God takes no notice of that pollu- 
tion which fticks in thy skin, and he takes as. little 
notice of waſhing it away. There is nothing thar 
defiles us in his fight, but that ſpiritual filth, the 
guiltof fin in the foul, there every evil thought is 
a ſpor, andevery wicked aQion a ſtaine, and it is 
onely a ſpiritual purity, like that of the Kings daugh- 
ter, who was all glorious within, that muſt make us 
beautifull in his ſight ; bur then it muſt be no conceit- 
cd, no pretended purity. God takes no pleaſure to ſec 
the white of thine eyc, he loves to ſee the white- 
neſs of thy heart. There is a gercration (faith So/o- 
on) that are pure in their own cys, ſo pure,that they 
account all others unclean, as the Romans. accounted 
all others Barbarians belide themiclves ; they think 
that the herb of grace grows no where but in their 
| iq there they call every nettle by that name; 


0. pure are they in their own eys, and yet all their 
C holi- 
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holineſs is but candied Hipoctifie; for Selomen faith, 
that they are not waſhed from their filthineſs, Prov. 
30. 22. Itis areal, a viſcereal putity. that God re- 

uires, ricither can: we be clean in his fight, rill our 

ns are waſhed away. I, But who is he that ſhall do 
' its Can. any man waſh himſelf * Itis not poſfible 
that a hand, defiled with fin, thould waſh away fin. If 
I waſh my elf in ſnow water (faith Fob) arid make 
my hands never fo clean, yet ſhall I be plungedin 
the ditch, and my own clothes ſhall make me to be 
abborred Fob 9:30. Waſh ye,faich the Prophet 71a, 
rake You olean, Eſaze. 14.16., Butthe vulgar tranſla- 
tion renders it by a vetb paſſive, Lavamini, be ye 
waſhed, that is, waſhed by another, ſome body elſe 
muſt waſh us betore we can be clean & that none can 
do: without bloud, fixe [agwine mulls eft remisfio, ſuch 
is the hiynouſneſs bf our fins, and none will do 
without love, ſuch is the loathſomeneſs of them , He 
that loved us, it is he that waſhed us from our ſins, 
and becauſe the bloud of Bulls and of Goats was not 
effteQualinthis.caſe, therefore behold here a further 
degree of his love, .in that he did it proprio ſangnine, 
thar's the fourh ſtep in this aſcent here, hin that 
loved us and. &Cc. 

4-I told you at firſt that the current of Gods 
love would bring us at length tothe red fea of our 
Sviours bloud, through which every true 7/raelite 
may fſafcly paſs towards the land of Promiſe, when 
as the Agyptians, his ſins ſhall be droun'd behinde 
him. There was much bloud ſhed before Chriff 
came, and yet thoſe two Lambs, that were daily of- 
tered in the old Law, the one in the morning, = 


(17) 


other at eyen, were both bur tipes of him, for he was 


flain in the morning and at even too, 1. He was flain 
early in the morning, of Gods foreknowledge- and 
intention, {o the ſcripture ſaith, that he is Agnus oc- 
ciſus ab origine, and 2. Hewas ſlain at the evenof 
time, tow..rds the latter end of the world, when he 
came in the fleſh, for the execution of that degree 
was not tif then. Burt there was never any bloud 
that could expiate and waſh away fin, but onely his : 
and this the Prophet David knew well enough, when 
he prayed unto him to waſh him from his wick- 
edneſs, and to cleanſe him from his fin, even in 
the middeſt of all thoſe ſacrifices, when their Altars 
did {\wim with blond. No ſooner had man defiled 
himſelf by his fall, but preſently God provided this 
Fordan, this Betheſda, this ſacred Bath, whercin the 
filth and the skurf, which he contracted by that fall, 
might be waſhed away. Butthe ſtream did runbur 
ſoftly and inviſibly, onely in the channel of faith, 
till Chriſt came, and then after it had run vitally in 
his blefled veins, for the ſpace of three and thirty 
years, it ran viſibly on this day and violently too, 
from the rop of Mount Calvary, and extended his 
courſe through the whole world, 1» omnem terram 
exivit ſonus. And ever lince, the ſtream of it hath 
made glad the whole Church of God. Now as Hi- 
ſtorians when they write of any famous river, do 
uſually ſet down the head of it, (as Msfes did the 
head of thoſe four rivers that iſſued out of Paradiſe) 
and ſhew where it firſt ſprings out of the ground fo 
muſt we do here : it is fit that you ſhould know where 
this ſacred and ſoveraign current had his firſt ſource, 
GC: 2 and 
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and origin, and that is, out of the holes and clefts 
of the rock, & petra erat Chriſtus, and that rock gc. 
The firſt time that ir begun to well out, was at his 


circymciſion, ir dropr a little then, but that was onely _ 


ataſte of thar ſoul-ſaving liquor, which was not to 
be pearc'd rill the time of his paſſion : it was onely 
an earneſt penny of that full price for our Redempri- 
on, Which he was to pay-upon the Croſs. The 2. 
Time that it bubbled up, was in thar bitter Agony, 
which he ſuffered in the garden, to expiate that ſin, 
which Adamin the garden. had committed before;and 
then it dropt and trickted down ſo faſt , that it became 
a current over his whole body. 

E have read of one that wept bloud when he was 


taken by his enemies, but to ſweat bloud, and that in- 


ſuch great drops:as our Saviour did, that's an unpa- 
ralleld Agony; and yet our Saviour did but weep 
neither : every pore was an eye, and every drop a 
tear, ſo numerous. were thoſe fins, which he was to 
bewail, that two eys.would not. ſerve.the turn. Did 
Ehriſt thus. weep in the garden © Then when thou 
art in Cy in;the midſt of thy pleaſures, do 
but remember that Agony , leaſt thou. offend him 
there, as thy fore-fathers did, and think thy ſelf bur a 
hard-harted man, if thou canſt not ſhed ſome tears 
at thine eys for thoſe ſins of thine, that cauſed him 
thus to weep: bloud for thee, over his whole body. 
Yer this was but the firſta& of the Tragedy neither : 
As the moyfture of walls and pavements ſhews that 
it will be fowl weather, ſo was this bloudy ſwear a 
ſign that there was a cruel tempeſt-to come , and it 
beoun to. riſe already. No ſooner was he out of this 
{weat, 


nn Oy — oy = am__—_ fk Mi £A no ad oz.» io fo oo.oo... Sm ww aci...ocooaood NT ea 4. Tc 4 en a acc frac ca Sen Brodie. an  nennnuy  w”F war =7 


[19] 
ſweat, bur preſently he was in his enemies hands, that 
came with ſwords and ſtaves to take him. Burt what 
might he have done againſt them, had he bur lifted up 
his hand, that did ſo ſmite them with a word of his 
mouth, that they all fell back to the ground 7 Ir is a 
fearfull thing for a man to fall upon his back, for 
he ſees not where he falls, neither can he ſo eaſily 
get upagain. There is no man ſo ſure of footing 
in this ſlippery world, . but that many times he doth 
ſtumble, and fall roo. But a good man he falls com- 
monly upon his face, he ſees what he hath done, and 
makes haſt by repentance to riſe up again, when the 
Prophet David had finned, it was well that his fin 
was always before him Pſal 51.3. But a wicked 
man,when he falls,it is upon his back,as the Fews did 
here, he ſees not where he falls, as they knew not whar 
they did, when they came to take Chrift : and when 
they had once taken him, they uſed him accordingly, 
they did ſo thirſt after his bloud, that they ſtudied 
how-to draw it every hour. You have heard that 
he bled twice already, and now he bleeds the third 
time under Pilates (ſcourge ; and asa river, the fur- 
ther it runs, the more ſtrength it gathers by receiving 
into it new currents: ſo was it with this ſtream of 
our Saviours bloud : it grew ſtill big er and bigger, 
' fo many were thoſe rivulets that Tehars'd them- 
ſelves into this.channel, our of his head, his hands , 
his feet, his fide, that at length it became a red ſea 
of bloud, *Tis true, Pilate ſcem'd willing to have 
ſtopt it before it came to this paſs, bur ſince he fear- 


ed Ceſar more than God; and vallued his preferment 


above his ſalyation, and ſuffered himſelf to be over- 
C 3 ſwayd 
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(wry'd by Herod the Tetrarch (that's Lattantizs his 
opinion) we may not wonder that he pronounced the 
ſentence of death againſt our Saviour out of the ſame 
mouth, wherewith he pronounced him innocent be- 
fore. He that regards any great mans word or meſ- 
ſage, or Letter, any Herod more than a poor mans 
cauſe, and prefers his place before his confcience ; but 
of the two, had rather that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer in 
ſome innocent Member, than that Ceſar ſhould frown 
upon him, I would he had a Pilate written in his 
fore-head as plainly, as ever he cauſ'd any _— 
be burnt in the hand. It is obſerv'd, that the fign of 
Virgo (which is the emblem of - juſtice) is placed in 
the Zodiack, mnier Leonem & Libram, to ſhew, thata 
good Judge ſhould be always in that poſture, having 
on the one ſide the ſcale of equity to weigh the 
cauſe, and on the other the courage of a Lion to 
pronounce the ſentence. But Pilate, in ſteed of theſe, 
is plac'd between puſillanimity and partiality, and 
therefore our Sawiowrs doom is that he muſt be 
crucified. 

And now Egredimini filie Sion Cant, 3.11. Ye 
devout and Chriſtian ſouls, forth of your ſelves, and 
forth of your fins,and behold your Sawvzeur with the 
Crown of Thorns, wherewith his Step-dame, the 
finagogue, didzcrown him in the day of her malice : 
See thoſe curſed Thorns now draw bloud of him, 
by whole heavenly moiſture they grew before. E- 
gredimini go forth yer further, and ſee Facob car- 
rying that Ladder, the Croſs, by which you may 
aicend into heaven, behold El/zakim bearing on his 
ſhoulder the key of the houſe of David Ei 22. 22: 

to 
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to open for you the gate of Paradiſe; behold Abs- 
melech carrying on his ſhoulder the bough of rhe tree, 
and ſaying to his companions, 9uod me videts face- 
re, cito facite Jud. 9.48. So Chriit ſays Unuſquiſque 
tollat crucem Mart. 10. 33. Egredimini, go forth yet 
but a little further, to {ce that Croſs now bearing 
him. And there ſtand ye till a while to fee t}.e moſt 
Tragical ſight that the eyeof heaven ever Jook'd 
upon. But behold it by degrees x. Conſider who it 
is that ſuffers:it is not poſſible for any to ſuffer more 
pain and torment in a body than he did, for it is ob- 
ſery'd by Phyſirians, that the purer the bloud is, the 
more aQtive and quick the ſpirits, the more equal 
the mixture of the humours, the more vigorous the 
natural faculties, and generally the finer the conſti- 
tution is, the more impatient-is the body' of pain, 
and the more powerfully doth torment work upon 
it. Bur, to the ſtrength and purity of our Sawtonrs 
conſtitution, do but add the league and the love 
that was in him between the fleſh and and the ſpirir, 
and conſider, that the one never luſted againſt the 
other, and then imagine, if you can imagine, what 
orief and anguiſh there was- in that ſeparation 2.. 
Conſider and lee a quibxs, of whom he ſuffers ; a- 
las, of whom-did he not ſuffer, the Gemtites condemn 
him, the Fews crucifie him, the Rulers conſpire a- 
gainſt him, the chicf Prieſts, they puniſh him, the 
Souldiers abuſe him, the Servants buffer him, the. 
Thief blaſphemes him, the paſſengers mock him, one 
Diſciple denies, another betrates him, all forſake 
him, and God hiniſelf cries out from-heaven; Prop- 
ter ſcelus populi mei percusſi enum; Efai 53.8. For - 
tranl-- 
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xranſeresſion, 8c. 3. Conſider the time wherein he 
ſuffers, iris upon a feſtival day, when men and wo- 
| men, old and young, bond and free areall ar leiſure, 
| ; and art liberty-co fee him tormented, and it is obſer- 
| v'd by ſome, that it was upon the very ſame day, 
wherein he delivered their fore-fathers out of Egypt : 
I am ſureit was when he came to deliver them out 
of a worle Agypr, a _ bondage than ever-that 
was. 4-Conſfider the place where he ſuffered, that is on 
Mount Calvary; a place infamous for the publick 
execution of all malefaftors : and then ſee his com- 
pany with whom the is crucified, they are Thieves, 
and he ſuffers berween them both. And is he not 
crucified in his members between two Thieves fill : 
the poor Client, he is crucified between the Judge 
and the Lawyer, when the one is unjuſt, the other 
|. unconſcionable. The ſick patient, he is crucified be- 
'f tween the Phyſitian and the Apothecary, when the 
one tries concluſions, and the other fails in the pre- 
miſes, The Proteſtant is crucified between the Pa- 
piſt -and Puritans, the one troubles him for his 
Do&trine, the other for his government. The Gez- 
tleman is-crucified between the Ulſurer and Scrivener, 
and virtue :it ſelf was ever tormented beween two 
extremes, the excels and the defect, as Chreſt here 
was between two Thieves. But now recollect all 
thoſe ſcattered glances, and fix your ſight onely 
upon him. See how many inſtruments are uſed to draw 
his bloud, the Spear, the Nails, the Thorns, and ſee 
in how many parts he ſheds his bloud, in his head, 
his hand, his feet, his fide, each one contributing 
his ſeveral ſtream to make up that red ſea, wherein 
thoſe 
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thoſe ſharp-pointed fins of ours, which occaſionally 
drew all this bloud, are waſh'd away z now as he that 
look's upon any thing by the light of the day, draws 
nearer and nearer to his obje&, when the ſun is rea- 
dy to ſer, and when the light begins to fail, and looks 
more wiſtly, more intentively upon it than before, 
ſodo you too. Sure that glorious Sun of _—_— 
neſs is now declining towards his Weſt, 1ince the 
light of his bleſſed face doth now decay z come as 
near, and look with the eye of your meditation as 
earneſtly as you can, and ſee emptineſs in his veins, 
| and paleneſs in his countenance, and dimneſs in his 
eys,and faintneſs inthe ſpirits, and death in the whole 
body : See thoſe two ſparrows, Levir. 14. The one, 
that is the body dying, he bows down his head, and 
the other, that is, the ſoul flying away, he yields up 
the-Ghoſt, And now that you have feen all this, 
ſince the earth did tremble, and the graves open, and 
the rocks cleave aſunder, and the fun hide his face 
atthis hideous and horrid ſpectacle, if you be not 
more inſenfible and hard-harted than all they, if you 
be not like ſo many ſtatues of braſs, or pillars of 
Marble, or like thoſe trees in Fawva major, quarum 
medulla ferrea, it muſt needs move you too, ſince 
all this was done and ſuffered for your ſakes, that 
you might reape that in peace and joy , which our 
Saviour did thus {owe in tears and bloud. If it do 
nor, then know, that thoſe Creatures, which wanted 
ſenſe, will riſe up againſt you, that wanted remorſe 

in the day of judgement. 
Thus have I preſented unto you the hiſtory of 
the day in his native colour, and in the phraſe of my 
D Text 
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Text.that is inbloud, and now as Chri# himſelf calls 
upon you by-the mouth of his Prophet to conſider, 
and behold, $i unquem fuit dolor.ſitut dolor ejus.if &rce 
So let me move you inthe terms of my conſider, 
to conſider and behold, S: wnquam fuit amor, ſicut 
amor ejus, if &c. Who thus fought for us till he 
ſweat, and ſweat till he bled, and bled till he died. 
S$ic dilexit, io hath he lovedus ; it is a/fc without a 
ſicut, therewas never thelike love; yet ſo hath he * 
loved us, asto lay down his lite, that he might make 
us a bath of his own bloud. Come then, thou defi- 
led and ſinfull foul, and waſh thy ſelf. in this bleſſed 
ſtream, whaterethy|ſtns: be, whether they be {pors; 
or ſtains, fins of  infirmity,-or whether they be: co- 
loured 8& dyed of purpoſe, voluntary fins, yea,though 
they be ſcarlet ſins of a double dye, that is dyed 
in the wooll, and:dyed:inthe cloth, fins commirred 
in. youth, and continued. in age, yet:come, and caft 
thy ſelf into this ſacred laver, though they be as red 
as crimſon ,Eſai 1.18. Yetis there virtue in this blond 
to make them as white, the Propher David ſays, whi- 
ter then ſnow. | | ; 
 Asthenthe Fews cried out this day in reſpect of 
the guilt, ſo let us in reſpe& of the virtue of this 
bloud, Sanguts ejus ſuper nos & ſuper liberos noſtros, 
his bloud, &c-' Happy & the man that s thus waſhed, 
but more happy. & he, If, being once waſhed, he make 
4 conſcience of defiling himſelf arain, as the ſpouſc 
was carcfull- to: preſerve the- cleanlineſs of her feer, 
fo-ſhould a Chriſtian be carefull likewiſe to preſerve 
the cleantineſs of his ſoul, - and let him learn of her to 
anſver all remptations | unto fin with a uomeado 
. = in- 
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inqvuinabo, Cant. 5.3. My Saviour hath waſh'd my 
ſoul; and waſh'd it in his own bloud, 8 2uemode in- 

vinabs and how gc. Though a man waſh his durty 
wr in a baſon of the pureſt water that is, yet if 
he fowl them often, and waſh them as often in the 
ſame water, it grows fowl at length, and then 20s 
dilwit inquinat,”Tert. So likewiſe when thy fins are 
waſh'd away in thy Redeemers bloud, if thou, like 
a ſow return to the mire again, and ſtill contract 
new durt, and think ftill to be waſh'd where thou 
waſt before, though at firſt it took away the guilt 
of thy ſins, yetby thy abuſe, it will defile thee 1o 
far, asto add more guile, becauſe thou doft Cruci- 
fic tothy ſelf the Son of God afreſh,and putr'ſt him 
to open thame Heb, 6. 6. The more it doth coſt us 
to have any thing made .clean, the: more care we 
have to keep it ſo: never was any thing wafh'd at 
ſo deer a rate as a Chriſtian mans ſoul, and therefore 
it ſhould not be defiled every day ; then let it be thy 
care to keep thy ſelf clean from fin, fince it was thy 
Saviours love to waſh away thy fins in his own bloud, 
And yet behold here a further degree of his love 
than this, for he hath waſhed us ſo clean, as to pre- 
pare us for a ſacred Union, he hath not onely ta- 
ken away the guilt of our ſins by the Merit, ' but 
alſo ſanctified us-by the efficacy of his.bloud.. for he 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts, that's the fifth ſtep 
in this aſcent here, To him that loved ws, &c. 

1. Obſerverthar iris faid here, that het hath made 
us,for if he had-not-mnade us, we conld not have been 
ſo. Finnt nov naſcuntur Chriſtiani. Tett, our parents 
had no hand init, nor PR ſelves, itis he _ 
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hath madeus,and not we our ſelves, we are his Kings 
and his Pricſts. Kings by-his choice, and Prieſts by 
his confecration. You ſee the holy Ghoft herejoyns 
both: theſe rogether, and indeed it's neceſſary that'it 
ſhould be ſo, Alterius ſic alters poſcit oper res, they 
have ſuch a mutual dependency cach upon other, 
that the King cannot be without a Prieſt to-direRt 
him, northe Prieſt withoet-a King to defend him , 
ſo that neither of them can ſtand alone. - * 
But the Text implyes a nearer union than this, not 
onely a Political union of both theſe Perſons in one 
ſtate, hut an Hypoſtaticall union of both theſe fun- 
tions in one Perſon. That they were thus united 
inour Saviour , I think no man will make any que- 
ſtion , except he doubt whether he were the Chriſt 
or no, and yet this union of them is more ancient 
than ſo too. It was ſometime true in the government 
of the Fews, that the ſame men were both Princes 
and Prieſts, and it is not improbable, that this was 
their Original government, ſince the ſame word in 
the Hebrew ſignifies a Prince and a Prieſt coo; - and 
therefore you ſhall obſerve in-very many places of 
the old Teſtament, that where there is, Prieſt in the 
Fext, there our tranſlators have put: Prince in the 
margent, a Prieſt or a Prince, they both concur Ori- 
ginally in one and the ſame-word. Þ As it was thus 
ſometimes among the Fews, 'ſo for the moſt -parr 
amongſt: the Gentiles: the Kingly and -the Prieſtly 
office meet both in one man. Ic is obſerved out of 
hiſtory, that the Kings of gan of Medea were 
inaugurated 'to be the Priefts of their ſacred Cere- 
monies, 'In Athens, in Lac«demenia, the ms" 
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of their religion, were ordered by their Kings. That 
famous - Merc#ry, ſurnamed Triſmegiſius, thrice 
greateſt was ſo called, becauſe he was the greatecft 
Philoſopher, the greateſt. Prieſt, and: the greareſt 
King. Among the | Romans it was one of the Origi- 
nal laws, and Komulus him(elf eftablifly d it, Sacro- 
rum omnium pote(t as ſub regibus eſto. 

. In proceſs of time, when the Kings were caſt out 
of thar ſtate, and the name of a King was hatefull 
to the Romans : yet they Created a King, that was 
called Rex ſacrificus, and his wife was called Regina 
facrorum. Afterwards, when the ſtandard of the Go- 
ſpel was. once advanca in the ſtate, whenthe Em- 
perours became Chriſtians, religion was both advan- 
ced and ordered by Imperial authority, and the af- 
fairs of the Church depended upon them fo tar, thar 
the greateſt Councels: were always aſſembled by their 
appointment, . and the volume of decrees is obſerv'd 
to be full of their Conſtitutions ; Indeed it is not one- 
ly convenient, but.neceſſary, that it- ſhould be ſo, that 
thoſe affairs of ſtate, which are. of greateſt: impor- 
tance, as matters of religion are, ſhould be inſgpara- 
bly and abſolutely annexed to: the ſovereign Ma- 
jeity without any relation to, or dependency. upon 
any forreign Furiſdidtzon-: otherwiſe, what power 
can @Prince have, cither.againſt his enemies, or over 
his-own people, if their conſciences be: command- 
ed by a ſtranger, further than that ftranger will. give 
leave; or how can he be. eſteemed a Sovercign;- who 
in the greateſt 'matters.acknowledgethanother greater 
than himſelf © The reſultance of. which. conſidera: 
tions doth iſſue it ſelfinto theſe two Qbſervaionss!.c 
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1.2%6ſ. The dignity of the Prieſt-hood, what cre men 
think of it now, yet you ſec it hath always becna 
flower of the Crown. Let no man therefore diſdain 
to be girt in a linnen Ephod. Whaterec he be, the 
Prieft-hood is too good for him, he is not too goed 
for the Prieſt-hood. It was Feroboams fin that he 
made Prieſts of the loweſt of the people, and as long 
as the book of God is extant, it will be Feroboams 
ſhame. 

2. Obſ. Here the care that Princes ſhould have 
of the affairs of religion, fince they are anointed, not 
_ ad mundi regimen, but allo ad Ecclefie prefe- 

fur. 

It is obſerv'd that our Saviour whipt the buyers 
and lellers twice out of the Temple; it was one of 
the firſt, and one of the laſt miracles that ever he did, 
ſurely it was toteach Kings and Princes, whom it 
doth moſt concern, that they ſhould make it their 
firſt, and their laſt care to purge the Temple. Foras 
it doth conduce to the diſcharge of their duties, fo 
doth it likewiſe to the fafegard of their perſons, and 
ſtates, that no forreion falſhood, no external Cere- 
monies, no different profeſſors be admitted , leaſt 
God be wronged in his truth, and themſelves enda- 
maged in their ſupremacy. We need not travel far 
for examples in this caſe, if we do bur ſtay at home, 
and look within our own doors, we ſhall finde, that 
no conlpiracy or ſedition hath been attempred in late 
ages, but by perſons differing from the religion pub- 
lickly profeſſed, and commonly for no other cauſe. 

| Surely then-it is not altogether ſo ſafe to uſe the 


counſel or imployment of men that are of a —_— 
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faith, eſpecially it the religion be ſuch as allowerh 
any means to attain the deſired ends, Thofe Priefts 
of Fupiter in the 1/and of Meroe held the people of 
Aithiopia in ſuch -a ſuperſtitious dependency upon 
them, that they would ſend to them at pleaſure, and 
command them to murther their Kings. | 

The Chriſtian world is not now to learn, that the 
Pope and his Feſnites have long fince aſpired ro ſome 
authority, nay, a writer of their own is not atham'd 
to claimit for them upon this very ground : but a 
worthy Member of our Church tells him, he mighr 
alſo have obſery'd,as a prophecy of the ruine of their 
lſurpation, that as ſoon as-Er2amenes a learned ard 
underſtanding King came amongſt them, he ſudden- 
ly ſurpriz'd and flew them all, and ſo put an end 
both to their office and authority. 

We have done with the literal conſideration of 
theſe two, Kings and Prieſts, and ſhewed you what 
doth reſult from their union here in the Text. We 
will now conſider them in a ſpiritual ſenſe, and in a 
nearer concernency, 2uod nvs, &Cc. 1. Kings. Itis 
not loſt labour to ſerve God ; to ſerve an earthly 
King, oftentimes it is : many a gallant Courtier 
ſpends his time and his means in hope of honour, 
and in the end dies poor and contemptible, where- 
as a good Chriſtian. never fails of preferment. *Tis 
true,the one enjoys a great deal of bravery, the other 
endures a great deal of troubles, but yer it is as true, 
that the life of a Courtier, in the midſt of his bra- 
very.is but a golden ſervitude, and the life of a Chri- 
ſianzin che midſt of affjiction, is petfed liberty, yea, 
and dignity t00, Quee dro ſervire regnare eff. = 
that 
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that is Gods ſervantis a King: by his place; and a 
complear King too. The Crols is his Scepter; 1» hoc 
figno wincit;, and "affliction is his Crown, a Crown 
>f Thorns indeed, but yet Chri# himſelf had ' no 
better Crown while he was here, and we muft look 
for no other. 'Tis rrue, -there is another Crown 
Corona juſtitie, Corona glorie, Corona inmmareſcibnlah. 
But that's laid up for us (as S. Pasl ſpeaks) againſt 
the day of triumph, till the time of our full Inthro- 
nization in the. Kingdom of heaven, from whence 
principally we have our denomination, and are call- 
ed Kings, in reſpec of the right we have thereunto 
evenin this life, but the kingdom, that every good 
Chriſtian is here aQually poſleſl'd of is himſelf, 
and if it be true that he is another world by himſelf, 
then it is a large dominion, I am ſure it is the higheſt, 
the greateſt Sovercignty of all. But ever ſince the firſt 
breachof the peace between the fleſh & the ſpirit ever 
fince the firſt broken head, this kingdom hath been 
{o infeſted by mutinous rebells, diſordered affections, 
which continually take up arms againſt reaſon, and 
fleſhly luſts that warre againſt the ſoul, ſo affaulted 
by forreign enemies, the world and the Devil, that 
hourly ſeek to invade this Territory, that ever-tnce, 
Vita hominis militiaeft, and all to keep this king- 
dom in peace. To ths end hath God made us Kings, 
and arm'd us, Cap'«pe, with that ſpiritual panoply, 
the whole armour of God out of his own MagaXzn. 
Eph. 6. That we ſhould continually fight againſt 
thoſe rebels, thoſe enemies.” 8& maledictus qui prohi- 
bet gladium 4 ſanguine, theſe be the Moabites that we 
are to kill, and curſed &c. Feremiah, 48. 10. Yet 
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notwithſtanding there is no man that can ſettle ſuch 
an unmoleſted peace within himſelf, but that as long 
as there is a Devilin theair , he ſhall be ſure never 
to want a Traitor in his kingdom. There will be an 
Iſrael and an amelek within him till, and one of theſe 
two muſt prevail : If we bear not ſome rule over our 
corruptions, (for we cannot utterly exterminate 
them) they will domincer over us. So S. Auguſtine 
ſays, that a finner is Servis tot dominoram. quot vi- 


tiorum, look how many vices he is addicted to, &c a 


Though Alexanaer were one of the greateſt con- 
querers that eyer this greater world did bear, yet 
becauſe he bare no ſway at home, in that leſfer 
world, becauſe he had no command over himſelf, 
Diogenes call'd him, Servum ſervorum, a ſervant of 
ſervants, a ſlave, becauſe he was baſely ſubject to 
his own concupiſcence, fince then God hath made 
us Kings, let not not us: make our ſelves ſlaves, but 
rather let us fight againſt thoſe luſts to the death, 
that fight againſt our ſouls to their damnation. For 
if ever the rule were true, then ir is true here, Oportet 

imperatorem pugnantem mori, a Chriſtian King ec. 
But there is nothing that will more help to facili- 
rate the victory in this caſe, than that common policy 
of ſtate; rodiſarm the rebells, to take from them 
thoſe two main weapons, whereby they do ſo much 
annoy us, I mean icleneſs and glutrony. The fleſh 
would not be fo coltiſh, but that we give it too much 
reſt, it is our pampering of the Aſs that makes him 
kick, let him have more burden, and leſs provender, 
and he will be quiet enough. There is no better means 
E to 
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ro' ſubdue tte diſturbers of: our ſpiritual peace; than 
mortification: Ir was @ pretty” Stratager that 
the commarider of a Caitle' fometimes did! uſe, 
who; Heitig long beſtig'd' by: the enemy ,- carried! 
forth Kis'dead' meti, atid ſer rhiem up* int armour” a- 
oxinſt the out-ſide of rhe'wall which; thetenemy-per- 
ccivinz, ſuppoſed: they lad been alll alive, andiwhen 
he: ſaw' that nothing” could: fripfiten- chem', Being 
amaz'd therear, and ont of hope to'prevail; he ſud- 
denly raiſy{ the fiedg, and' ſo'thofe dead'men skar'd, 
hinraway. The application is ſoow made; there is 
nothing that will-{ooner' skare away the Devil; when: 
he beltagers the CittadelVof the fonl;, than morti- 
fied affections, clad'in the bright armourof a Chri- 
ſtian' converſittion. | 
Thus have I ſhewd4'you how God Bath:made us 
Kings, and for whatend:: you ſhall: now'ſee' how he 
hath made us Prieſts, that's by @ ſpiritual un&tion 
too; and as' it adds to-onr dignity, fo it adds to: our 
duty ; likewiſe we are annointed Prieſts to- perform 
thi office of Prieff's : that is, ro'offer up ſacrifices, and 
as the Prieſt-hovd is, ſos the facrifice, borh Evan- 
6elical,both' Spiritual ; the Prieſt-hood holy,and the 
xcrifice holy too. So S. Peer ſays, that we are an 
holy Prieſt-hood to effer up ſpiritual facrifice unto 
God 1.Pet. 2.5. Now as in the old Law they of- 
fer up three kinds of ſacrifice unto God. 1. Holo- 
cauftin, 2. Viltimam pro peccato, 3. Heſliam pa- 
7a So muſt we under the Goſpel too. 1. a 
Chriftians burnt ſacrifice is himſelf ; as they offer- 
ed- up the whole beaft, fo muft we — the - 
whole 
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-whotej man,” both foul and body unto 'God : And 
that :iDmay:be a perfe&t:acrifice, becauſe we have 
no:fire of. our awn, 'weare to .cravefire from heaven, 
ttopry unto God that he:would :fend downthe fire 
.of his grace 1to- conſume our corrupt and drofſfic af- 
Fetions, that ſo-we -may be -a reaſonable, holy and 
'acceptable facrifice unto God. "Now obſerve, 'that 
as heretofore God required:the :youngeſt, and -the 
faireſt, andthe fatteſt:of the-flock, ſo doth-he till. 
'His facrifice muſt notbe blinde, -or 'lame, or fick , 
Mal.1.:8., When we areat our 'beſt-weare not good 
.endugh for God, doſt 'thou'think then that 'he will 
-accept of .thy old and drye 'bones when +the Devil 
-hath-ſuck'd out the 'marrow? 'No-man would. pre- 
ſent a lame horfe, ora-tifordered- clock tothe King; 
Caro jumentum, 'the body -is thy 'beaſt, thy 'fleſh is 
thy horſe, and wilt: thou preſent | that to God, -when 
1t is dry-foundred-with idleneſs, -or:lamd and tyrd 
out with exceſs of wantonneſs © 'When-the clock-of 
thy: ſoul: hath been long fer by-the Devils-dial, and 
when all-the wheels, all thy/faculties are-difordered 
.and-worn: out in that motion, wilt thouthen preſent 
it to. thy' God © When the keepers of thy houſe ſhall 
tremble, as itis, Eccleſ. 12. 3. That is, when the 
\knees:are feeble, and knock one: againſt another, when 
-the ſtrong men bow themſelves, 2. -e. Thearms weak 
and impotent, witen the grinders. 'thall-ceaſe becauſe 
they - are' few, 'and: they ' wax datk that 'Jook. out at 
'the windows, 'thine eys dim-and ready to 'fink into 
.their holes, when the- doors -fhall -be- ſhut in the 
ſtreets, (as- it foYows there) 'thy tfenfes not able to 
E 2 en- 
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entertain their objeRts, when thou haſt the Palſie 
in thine hand, and the taggers, the Yertigo in thy 
head, and the gout in thy feet, and cramps, and con- 
vulſions, and aches in thy joynts, art thou then a 
fir (acrifice for God, and doſt thou think that he 
will accept of thee then? Offer thy ſelf therefore 
whileſt thou art young, and found, and unfoyl'd, .and 
then God will accepr thy ſacrifice. 

2. A Chriſtians ſin-offering is his repentance , as 
heretofore they offered Yidtimam propeccato, ſo muſt 
we now, Peccatum pro vittima. God did never con- 
ceive any hatred againſt the life of thoſe poor beaſts, 
alas! Quid meruere boves ; That they ſhould be ſo 
flaughterd © But he ſhew'd thereby , that as our 
ſins are mortal, ſo they muſt dye; when a man 
exerciſeth a godly reyenge upon himſelf by re- 
pentance and mortification , then he flays his ſon, 
and in ſo doing he offers up a double ſacrifice to 
God; the one is of the ſin within, the other is 
of the contrary good ation withour, and theſe 
two are like thoſe two Sparrews, or two Goats in 
the Law, the finis the Sparrow, the Goat, that. dyes, 
and the oppoſite virtue is the ſcape-Goar, the Spar- 
row, that flics away. | 

3. A Chriſtians peace-offering is prayer, hereby 
do we expreſs our thankfulneſs to God for paſt be- 
nefits, and our defires for the impetration of future 
favour, as our ſeveral neceſſities do require. If hap- 
pily thou be troubled, when thou offereſt up thy 
prayers with diſtrations and wandring thoughts, 
as Abr aham was with the birds when he did facrifice, 


then 
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then skare them away, as Abraham did thoſe birds, 


that they defile not thy offering. 


Bur as in theſe three we reſemble and exceed thoſe 


typique times, ſo there is yet another ſacrifice, wherein 
we excecd our ſelves in all thoſe three, and it is the 


reateſt ſacrifice that we can offer 7.e. The ſacrifice of 


Martyrdom, when God calls upon us by evident and 
cohcurrent circumſtances for the defence of his truth, 
and the furtherance of his glory, we may not be nig- 
gardly or covetous of our {elves, God hath made us 
Prieſts kn this caſe to offer up our bodies to the fury 
of perſecutors, and to the extremity of torments, and 
we muſt do irt as freely, as heretofore they offere4 
their beaſts to ſlaughter. But to be prodigat of life, 
when God doth not call, and upon evety falſe ala- 
rum of the Catholick cauſe, or the Popes ſupremacy, 
to precipitate the body into danger, this is Romiſh 
fool-hardineſs, Py from a vitious affeati- 
- on of imaginary Martyrdom, and herein they are 
not Prieſts, but Murtherers. Yet notwithſtanding, to 
incourage or rat}.cr to miſ-inflame theniſelves and 
others hereunto, and withal to alleviate the burden 
ſomewhat, and to take away the rigour and tartnefs 
of it, they have divers pleaſing fancies, as that it ſaves 
opere operato, that it iS 0pus / ater mms takes 
away all fin, that it delivers from Purgatory, and ad- 
vanceth the treaſury of the Church, and the like; 
whereby they eaſe themſelves juft as much, as he 
did, who would needs make an earthen pitcher his 
pillow, and becauſe he found it was too hard, 


paleis implebat, Euſlath, he ſtuffed it with chaff, Now 
E | 
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as:in the old Law, \belides thoſe rfacrifices-they had 
alſo oblations, ſo have 'we under the Goſpel, we 
'have -our -oblations :likewiſe, :that is, the works of 
charity, and as their 'oblarions were, :fo :muſt :ours 
'be de primiti#s "too. (But it :is :obſery'd that 'there 
were 'three payments of 'firft fruits .appointed by 
:God *to'the Fews. The fitſt wereiPrimitie fpicurum, 
and 'this was-early-in the year abour':Eaſter The «fe- 
cond Primitie pannm, 'after'the corn'was converted 
'to 'thatuſe, and this, 'though'it were not 'ſo ſoon, 
yet it was -early/too abour »Whitſoutide Theithird 
were Primitie frugum, of All the latter fruits,and-this 
was 'very'late in Autume in tre ifall, about Seprem- 
ber , In thetwo firſt ob theſe payments, in thoſe that 
-were offered catly, *God .had 'his :part, but in'the 
later fruits he'had-none. Offer therefore umto-God 
Primitias fpicarum, 'when thou «doſt but glean and 
pather up ar-eſtate by little and little, [let not God 
looſe his 'fitſt-fraits, offer !ſomething then 'to:good 
"uſes, 'and' towards the relief-of thy -poor brethren, 
'and offer Primiitizs 'panam, when thou haſt kneaded 
'up riches in 'a-ſettled:and areſtabliſh'd fortune, - of- 
fer then'toov. -Offerat 'thy-Eaſter, whenſoever thou 
findſt in thy felf a ſpiritual reſurre&tion (from fin, 
and offer at :thy *Whitſentide, whenfoever "the 
Holy ' Ghoſt . deſcends upon'thee'in 'a fiery 'rongue, 
when-thou -art melted by the (poweftull -preaching 
of thy word, offer betimes : for if thou - defer thy 
offcring till 'Seprember, 'till thy fal,, 'till thy Winter, 
rill thy death, if 'thou-think to bribe'God with an 
Hoſpital 'then , 'howfoever 'thoſe - may 'beithy *firſt 
fruits, 
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fruits,. becauſe they be: rhe firſt that: thou: gaveſt, 
yer- are they not acceptable unto' God;. he hath 
no portion! in them; becauſe' they- come ſo: fare. 
Bur to- leave theſe alluſions, or rather to: contract 
and draw: them to' a head; the ſumm and ſoul: of 
all: theſe ſacrifices, of all theſe oblations, is the 
Heart; thar's: the' thing that God calls for , and 
ſurely fince he firſt gave it, it is moſt fit thar he 
ſhould haveir; If rhowbe- loath to: ler it go: upon 
thoſe terms, then conſider that he hath boughr 
| It, and: that full dearly-too, he gave his heart be- 
fore he'defired thine': *Tis but a heart for a heart. 
and he would have it onely- to- this end, that he 
may lay it up ſafely in- bed off peace, and: fold ir 


op'in a- bundle of joy, thar ſo thou mayſt be ſure 


to have thy heart again. Offer it therefore, and of- 


fer it wholly, willingly, ſpecdily, if thou-delay and . 


forbear to do it, becauſe the fleſh will not agree , 
remember, that as:Chriſr ſaid concerning alms, ler 
not the left hand know what the right hand doth , 
Math. 6. 2. So the fleſh muſt not know what the 
fpirit doth; but as Abraham, when he was bid to. offer 
up his Son, roſe up betimes and left his wite at home, 
and never made Sarah privy toit, leaſt ſhe ſhould' 
ſtop him : lo muſt thon offer up- thy heart unto- 
God. before the fleſh hear of it-: We ſhould ſteal 
our hearts. from the world, as the world ſtole 
them from us, and rransport -them to "God, while 
the fleſhis aſleep. So ſhall we be Regale ſacerdotium, 
and Santtum ſacerdotium, as S. Peter terms us, not- 
withſtanding the envy and malignancy of thoſe , 


— 


who - 
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who would willingly deprive us of this dignity, b 
appropriating that to their own Clergy, whic 
Chriſt hath made common to all the faithfull. 
6. We are now come to the laſt ſtep.of this aſcent 
here, the higheſt degree of ' our Saviowrs love, 
\ Qued deo & patri. That he hath not made us or- 
dinary Kings, or ordinary Prieſts, but Kings to 
him that is the King of Kings : and Prieſts to him 
that is the « and the » the beginning and the end, 
the: founder and the Centcr of all facrificers, thar 
is King and Pricſt, to God .his Father. Thus ſhall 
it be done to the man whom he doth loye; we 
know not how to expreſs but by a fic, and this alſo is 
a ſic without a ſicut , there is no earthly King 
that can raiſe his favorite to ſuch a'height of ho- 
nour as a Chriſtian ſtands at here, Sic dzlexir, and 
ſic exaltavit, that we may admire both, but we 
can expreſs neither. Yet notwithſtanding two 
things there are which we arc here put in minde 
of , the one is, that though we be Kings and 
Prieſts, yet may we not live like Libertines, at the 
ſwing of an uncontrollable will, but we muſt re- 
member from whom we have our dignity, and 
upon whom we have our dependency, we are 
not Kings and Prieſts to our ſelves, but to God. 
The other is, that what conqueſt ſoever we obtain 
over our ſins, over our ſelves, what ere our fa- 
crifice be, we may not aſcribe any thing to our 
own concurrence, or appliableneſs, or induſtry , 
much leſs to our own merit; Since we are made 
Kings and Prieſts to God, z.e. for his ſervice, 
we 
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we muſt refer all that we do in cither capacity td 
God likewiſe , that is, to his glory : but ſhall 1 
prefent unto you the fſumm, and the marrow, and 
the riches of this Text ar one view : then briefly 
thus. Behold here your cletion in his love, your 
juſtification in his bloud, your ſanRification by 
his | eF who hath made us Kings and Pricſts 
to God his Father : and now Z7 gloria, ſince we 
are aſcended by thoſe ſteps that we propoſed art 
firſt, into his preſence that hath done all this for 
us, it is high time that we give him the glory, 
and I truſt, you rare by this time prepared in ſome 
meaſure to do it, to caſt down your deyout and 
thankfull fouls at his feet, Who hath loved me, 
and waſhed «s in his own bloud, and hath made 
we Kings and Pricits ts Ged and his Father, &c. 
That as we have the blefling, fo He may have 
the glory, and God forbid we ſhould grudge it 
him , or give it nigardly; much leſs with thoſe 
ſpiritual Merit-mongers , we. ſhould intrude and 
ulurpe upon it. Bur Jet: him have all the glory, 
and fer him have ir in all the rerms we can de- 
vite ; Zenedittus, Maznificate, Fubilate, and all, and 
let him have by all the inftruments thar we have, 
the Heart, the Tongue, the Knee, all that is within 
us, (as the Prophet David ſpeaks ) yea, and all that 
is without us, ct all be imployed ro give him the 
glory : Eſpecially fince he hath given us ſo much 
lory , as. we have heard before, that when we 
have done all we can, -we then be behind-hand 
with him ſtil}; for the glory he gives us is cum ef- 
F fetts, 
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feitu, he hath made us Kings and Prieſts : the 
glory we give him is but Cum affeZu, of his part 
it is operative, and on our. part-it is but Opta- 
tive : weadd nothing : to him: *Tis onely Confesſis 
euchariftica , we wiſh, and pray, that he may be ac- 
knowledgcd as he isz that from us, and from the 
whole Church, he may receive his- due, : the glory : 
and not the glory. onely , but: the dominion too, 
for herein conſiſts his glory, in the general do- 
minion that he hath over all, as God, and ſecondly 
in the particular dominion that' he hath over the 
Church, as Mediator. But glory and dominion 
that is tranſitory, -and determinable, is not fit for 
God, as he hath made us Kings and Prieſts, 
and thercin conferr'd on us ſuch Dey as ſhall ne- 
ver have any end; ſo muſt our thankfulneſs be 
without end too; in aſcribing unto him glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. 

*'Tis true, the life of man is but ſhort, yet if. we 
plorific God in life, we glorifie him in «terms 
noſtro ; and we ſhall be the fitter to. doit in terns 
ſuoro0. You ſhall obſerve throughout the whole 
Revelation, that in all the viſtons which S. Fohn 
did ſee, (and inthoſe viſions he ſaw the ſecrets of 
Heaven it felf) there is nothing ſo frequent as 
this ſame cforyie, All that he ſaw done there, 
was that the Angels, and Elders, and Saints, and 
all the Celeſtial Hierarchy did caſt down them- 
ſelves, and gave glory to him that fate upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb. This is the melody .of 
heaven, the Canticum novur, which Saint Fohn 


heard 
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heard there, Revelation 5. And this ought to be 
ours; that there may be therefore a perfet Har- 
mony betwixt Heaven and Earth, and that Chri# 
Feſus may every where have his due, as well in 
that part of his Church, which is militant, as in 
that, which is there triumphant. Let us in the 
words of my Text conclude all in an Ez gloria, 
To Chriſt that loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own bloud; and hath made us Kings and 
Prieſis to God and his Father: to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever.ſpAmen. H= Wo {l= 
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Amen, Amen: 
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